
 
 

Salmon Fishing Camp Owners on the Miramichi to Fisheries Minister: 
“We need your help and the salmon need your help.” 

 
Wild Atlantic Salmon in Crisis on Miramichi As Predatory Bass Populations Explode 

 
 

For Release: July 20, 2018 

SOUTH ESK, NB - - The mighty Miramichi River is legendary for its wild Atlantic salmon and the camps 

along the iconic river that have sustained generations of families. 

Today the salmon, and those who depend on it for their living, are in crisis.  Striped bass populations 

have exploded with the undesired side effect of swallowing up young salmon. The Miramichi Salmon 

Association Inc. (MSA) is taking steps to raise awareness about the risks to New Brunswick salmon 

populations.  

https://youtu.be/W3sqJ1q1ic4 

“We need to get the ecosystem in balance.  Predatory bass have exploded from 50,000 fish 10 years ago 

to over 1 million today.  At the same time wild Atlantic salmon populations are in crisis and at historic 

lows.  Twelve years ago transmitters on young salmon smolt confirmed 70% were making the successful 

journey to sea from the Miramichi.  Today preliminary data results for this year indicate that less than 

25% are making it to sea.  We need action from DFO before we lose the salmon completely on the 

Miramichi.  It’s that serious.” says Mark Hambrook, MSA President. 

 “We are still waiting for our permits from DFO to assess stomach contents of bass to determine the 

impact on wild Atlantic salmon as many are now spending their summers in the river instead of going 

back to the ocean,” continues Hambrook. “We know Eel Ground and other First Nations along the river 

have asked for an increase in bass quota to establish a commercial fishery.  This would be a win-win-win 

for First Nations, camp owners who have operated for generations along the river and most of all, our 

wild Atlantic salmon populations.” 

https://youtu.be/JkC40oyMZD4 

Guides who have worked the river for 70 years have seen nothing like it. Mervin Green is one of them.  

“It is a crisis.  Bass are a warm water fish and for the first time in my 70 years on the river, bass have 

migrated 80 miles north from the estuary.  We’re seeing pools of 100 where there used to be salmon.  

We haven’t seen any salmon parr since the bass arrived.”  There are reports of schools of bass so thick 

there are getting caught in propellers of boats. 

https://youtu.be/nBKCM8fzj04 

Seventeen camp owners have rallied and are appealing to Fisheries and Oceans Minister Jonathan 

Wilkinson to act immediately.   

https://youtu.be/W3sqJ1q1ic4
https://youtu.be/JkC40oyMZD4
https://youtu.be/nBKCM8fzj04


 
 
“Collectively, these camps represent hundreds, if not thousands, of jobs for residents along the river. 

Today, we are in serious peril of losing all of this, a result that will have a costly economic impact to the 

Miramichi Valley and the Province,” the camp owners write. 

“The problem is the uncontrolled explosion of the striped bass population, which is consuming 

substantial percentages of juvenile Atlantic salmon at a time when the salmon populations are already 

depressed. While we recognize that striped bass is an indigenous species, the population is extremely 

high and it can be controlled to give salmon a fighting chance. They need that chance,” the letter 

explains. 

The camp owners are asking for immediate action on 5 measures to save salmon populations from 

predatory bass: 

1. Keep the striped bass fishery open from April 15 to October 15 in non-tidal water and until 
October 31in tidal water 

2. Substantially increase the daily bag limit to 6 fish and allow two days possession limit. 
3. Change the slot size restriction to anything greater than 50 cm 
4. Work with the First Nations to allow them unlimited catch of striped bass in their pound nets 

and allow them to commercially sell the bass. 
5. No size restrictions for bass retention in fresh water (non-tidal) 

 
About the Miramichi Salmon Association Inc. 
 
Since 1953, the MSA and its members have directed their capabilities and their funds to the protection 
of the entire Miramichi River system. Managed by volunteers from Canada, the USA and abroad, as 
officers and directors, the MSA remains cooperative with, but independent of, government or special 
interests influence. It responds in the end only to its growing conservation membership. 
 
For 65 years, the MSA has watched over the Miramichi as a champion of conservation on behalf of 
anglers, outfitters, guides and all others with economic, environmental and recreational interests in the 
river. The net result is a well-managed river system that today, thanks in part to the MSA’s championing 
of its cause, has more miles of salmon angling water and traditionally holds larger and healthier 
populations of Atlantic salmon than most salmon rivers in North America. 
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CONTACT: Mark Hambrook 

President, Miramichi Salmon Association 

South Esk Office 

485 Route 420 

South Esk, NB E1V 4L9 

Tel: (506) 622-4000 

 



 
 

 

Miramichi Camp Owners 

c/o Black Brook Salmon Club 

Secretary, blackbrooksc@gmail.com 

900 S. Cains River Rd. 

Blackville, NB E9B 1M3 

 

 

The Honorable Jonathan Wilkinson 

Minister, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

Parliament Buildings, Wellington Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada, K1A 0A6 

 

Dear Minister Wilkinson, 

 This letter is being sent on behalf of the fishing camp owners along the Miramichi Valley river 

system. Collectively, these camps represent hundreds, if not thousands, of jobs for residents along the 

river. The thousands of guests that visit these camps represent a very substantial segment of the 

tourism revenue generated by the Province of New Brunswick. This is an economic impact in the millions 

of dollars that benefits not only the Miramichi Valley system, but is felt from Fredericton throughout the 

Province. 

 This economic and employment benefit to the Province depends on one single natural element 

of this extensive river system: the Atlantic salmon. This great fish is the reason that our customers and 

friends come to New Brunswick. Today, we are in serious peril of losing all of this, a result that will have 

a costly economic impact to the Miramichi Valley and the Province. 

 The problem is the uncontrolled explosion of the striped bass population, which is consuming 

substantial percentages of juvenile Atlantic salmon at a time when the salmon populations are already 

depressed. While we recognize that it is unlikely that the striped bass explosion can be eradicated, it can 

be controlled to give salmon a fighting chance. They need that chance. 

 



 
 
 We recognize that the Department of Fisheries & Oceans (DFO) has started a program to 

scientifically analyze the number of in river angler interactions with striped bass and the stomach 

contents of those fish. We applaud this effort, but results are likely to be years away. However, this 

situation is at a tipping point and if we are to save Atlantic salmon, immediate action to constrain or 

depress the striped bass population must be taken. 

 We are asking you to use your authority to pressure DFO to take whatever actions are necessary 

to prioritize the health and sustainability of Atlantic salmon over the expanding population of striped 

bass. Attached are some suggested immediate actions. If dramatic measures are not taken, we are likely 

watching some of the final runs of a magnificent and very valuable resource. 

 

 We need your help and the salmon need your help. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Black Brook Salmon Club 

Eddie Colford, Camp Manager 

 

Campbell’s & Keenan’s Pool 

Jason Curtis, Camp Manager 

 

Country Haven Lodge and Cottages 

Byron “Byzie” Coughlan, Camp Manager/Owner 

 

Harris Ledge Inn 

E Taylor, Owner 

 

Doctor’s Island 

Jason Curtis, Camp Manager 

 



 
 
Brophy’s Pool 

Darrell Warren, Camp Manager 

 

Island Pool Camp 

Eddie Colford, Camp Manager 

 

The Ledges Inn 

E Taylor, Owner 

 

Mahoney Brook Camp 

Darrell Warren, Camp Manager 

 

Upper Oxbow Camp 

Bobby Norton, Camp Manager 

 

Miramichi River Outdoors Centre 

Louis Leger, Manager 

 

Vickers Atlantic Salmon Pools Ltd 

Martyn Vickers Jr, President 

 

Mountain Channel Lodge 

E Taylor, Owner 

 

Aesculapius Salmon Club 

Rick VanSnick, President 

 



 
 
Ted Williams White Birch Lodge 

Joseph T. Walsh, Esq. 

 

Miramichi Fish & Game Club 

Peter Jobe, President 

 

Wilson’s Sporting Camps 

Keith Wilson, Owner 

 

 

 

 

Suggested immediate actions: 

1. Keep the striped bass fishery open from April 15 to October 15 in non-tidal water and until October 

31in tidal water 

2. Substantially increase the daily bag limit to 6 fish and allow two days possession limit. 

3. Change the slot size restriction to anything greater than 50 cm 

4. Work with the First Nations to allow them unlimited catch of striped bass in their pound nets and 

allow them to commercially sell the bass. 

5. No size restrictions for bass retention in fresh water (non-tidal) 


